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The technigues of "gene splicing” have revolutionized biology over the last 15 years
and have spawned the new biotechnology industry. The manifold economic and
social implications of the increasing ability to manipulate the DNA blueprint of life
appear regularly on the front pages of the nations newspapers. Even so, there is
abundant evidence that we are a nation of biotechnological illiterates. Recent
studies show that a majority of Americans have little understanding of DNA and
claim not to have heard of biotechnology!

The DNA Literacy Program was founded in 1985 to improve this situation by
retraining science teachers nationwide so that they can better prepare students for
the biotechnological world they will inherit. We see our mission as threefold:

1. To serve as a direct interface between science and society by translating
current research into learning experiences for the general public.

2. To directly adapt research protocols so that they can be safely performed by
students at the college and advanced high school levels.

3. To serve as a national clearinghouse for distribution of information about
genetics and biotechnology to the general public.

A Japanese exchange stu-
dent (left) and his lab part-
ner from East Hampton
High School participate in a
student labaoratory on bac-
terial transformation at the
DMA Learning Center.






